Backlight Notes - Friday, April 8, 2011-512 words
Today is the first official day of Backlight. I finished Reparations yesterday and today I started putting notes into the database -1 created a new Backlight database. But I realized that without my 500 words a day goal, my two-month planning plan won't work. I need a prod so here's what I decided. I will write 500 words each day in notes and planning and plotting and brainstorming. Then in the evening I'll enter the notes into the database. I think that will work.
Let's work on some names.
Maggie's mother is Cassandra Collier. She's a romance writer. I don't know yet about Maggie's father
Friend # 1: Lee Anne Marlowe - High school friend. Moved to Rivermont from Columbus, Georgia when she was a freshman. Still has her southern accent. She's cute, charming and completely uribelievable as city detective. She spent 10 years as a uniformed officer and transferred to the detective squad at the beginning of 2010
Friend #2
Jackson's father: Lawrence Bell - CEO of a successful Rivermont security firm
Jackson's mother: Theresa Bell - society lady, lady of the manor, not particularly fond of Maggie although she tries to hide it. She comes from money and her money
Jackson's sister:
Jackson's brother:
Victim 1
Victim 2:
Jackson's work colleague:
Maggie's work colleague:
Backlight Notes - Saturday, April 9, 2011
Jackson is a columnist and newspaper reporter for the Rivermont times. His column is a wry look at life in Rivermont and he has a huge following. He treats controversial topics with a gentle touch. He gets along extremely well with his father and is all right with his mother. She is too snobby for his taste but he's a good person who accepts people's faults and shortcomings.
Maggie is a tun-loving extrovert and she makes friends easily. She's very close to her two
best friends and Jackson likes them too. They have a puppy named Samson that's a barrel
of fun for them. Samson has successfully graduated from obedience school and is now
working on his master's degree - his advanced degree in obedience school. They also
have a cat named Tinker who wasn't happy at all about the advent of Samson but now is
very protective of the puppy. Tinker is not happy when Samson goes outside without her
and she constantly tries to edge herself through the door after him but Maggie and
Jackson are very protective and careful to keep her from getting out. She's been an indoor
cat all her life and would not fare well outside.
I
Lawrence Bell owns Bell Security, a successful security firm headquartered in Rivermont. Lawrence wanted Jackson to join the family business but Jack's heart was in journalism. Jack's younger brother Toby works in the business and seems to have the same knack for it that Lawrence does.
Their sister, Emily, has not lived her life as well as her brothers. She's been married and divorced and has a precious '5-year old daughter named Lucia. Lucia, nicknamed Lucy, is friends with Jack's daughter Cookie from his first marriage.

Saturday, April 9, 2011 -- 502

Okay, I've decided that Jackson's mother either needs to be a good person or dead. She's not a snobby snooty society lady. I think I want her to be alive. I think I want her to be happily married to Lawrence. I think Jackson wants a marriage like his parents. Theresa Bell comes from money but is very down to earth and tries to do good things with her inheritance. Despite her money, Theresa has had a hard life. Her parents were killed when she was 10 years old. There were no close relatives and no guardian. She was raised by a variety of hired servants and nannies and estate executors. She learned early on to take care of herself, to love and approve of herself and not to depend on others for her self-esteem and self-approval. She met Lawrence in college. He was there on a baseball scholarship and he came from a large, local, loving family. He often teased Theresa that she'd actually fallen in love with his family and married him to be close to them. That wasn't exactly the truth but it was true that Theresa loved his parents as though they were her own. She loved his brothers and sisters and felt like they were her own. After they were married, Theresa tried to help his family financially but without much success. They were happy with their lives. They accepted the invitations to dinner and once his parents accompanied Theresa and Lawrence on an Alaskan cruise, but mostly they lived their lives as before, loving Theresa as if she were their own daughter. And to her that was the greatest wealth she could hope for.

Theresa's daughter had not fared as well as her mother in the marriage arena. She'd unfortunately fallen in love with a fortune-hunter and the marriage had ended in a disastrous divorce. Theresa's only grandchild was the blessing from the disaster.

At first Cassandra and Theresa had had a tenuous, tentative relationship. Cassandra had assumed that Theresa's wealth set her far above Cassandra. But over time, Cassandra had come to know and appreciate Theresa's kindness and the two women had become close friends. Theresa delighted in sharing tidbits of gossip for Cassandra to use in writing her romance novels. Lawrence Bell welcomed his wife's friendship with Cassandra. It brought the families closer together and that made for good karma and good holidays. Lawrence's family played a major role in the Bell household and there were always family dinners and birthday celebrations and impromptu get-togethers. Cassandra and Maggie were accepted into the fold and fit right in.

Maggie tries to  be friends with Jack's sister Emily but Emily is struggling to recover from her disastrous divorce and is suffering from depression. She drinks too much and refuses to see a doctor or take antidepressant medication. Sometimes Lucy is left to her own devices too often but Theresa is unaware of this Emily eventually commits suicide -- or is she murdered. 

Sunday, April 10, 2011  -- 546

The one thing that Lawrence's family had agreed to accept from Theresa's money was college assistance for their younger children and then eventually their grandchildren. But even there they were frugal and careful. The kids all went to state colleges and were expected to apply for scholarships and to work while they were in college. And all of them were grateful to Aunt Terry as they called her. Theresa felt so blessed to have Lawrence's family as her own. She set up a foundation in the Bell name to help fund scholarships for underprivileged students and she and Lawrence delighted in getting to know the applicants for the scholarships. Theresa had known Maggie from the beginning and had liked the girl. She hadn't liked the girl Jackson married first, Leila. Leila had been a gold digger but Jackson refused to listen to his parents about the woman. They ran off and eloped and nine months later Cookie was born. She was a darling, really good baby and the Bells loved their granddaughter. But Leila was mentally unstable and Jackson eventually realized he could no longer be married to her. He shared custody of Cookie with Leila and the girl spent a great deal of time either with her father or with her Bell grandparents. As part of the divorce settlement, Theresa had settled a great deal of money on Leila but had wisely set the money up in an irrevocable trust that paid Leila a substantial amount monthly. But Leila always managed to overspend her allowance and frequently came begging to Jackson or Theresa for more money, claiming she didn't have enough money to keep Cookie in food and clothes. Maggie loved Cookie and loved having the girl stay with them. But Leila's antics were one of the few thorns in the Bell's life, senior and junior Bells.

Lucy and Cookie were close in age and got along well. Maggie marveled that the girls could come from such dysfunctional homes and still be so normal and loving and fun to be with.

Jackson and Maggie were anxious to have a child of their own but after five years of marriage, they were still trying. Two years ago, they'd started down the fertility treatment path and it hadn't been a fun journey. Jackson's sperm had been tested and the little swimmers proved to be strong and fast so there was no issue there.

Maggie had been tested and poked and prodded and was now on a course of hormones that did wretched things to her moods. The next step in the process was in vitro fertilization and they were getting ready to start that. Fortunately, both Maggie and Jackson were able to keep their sense of humor and perspective about what they were going through. Maggie had known people whose marriages crashed and burned because of fertility issues. Maggie and Jackson were willing to adopt if the in vitro didn't work. They figured they'd try a ocuple of cycles because they'd come this far but after that they'd concentrate on adoption. They'd applied with one of the agencies n Rivermont right about the same time they'd started down the fertility path, priding themselves on their openmindedness and willingness to consider all options.
Monday, April 11, 2011 - 513
Tessa Daniels is Maggie's work colleague / supervisor at the victims' advocates center. Tessa is 45, and is burned out on trying to support vi^ims who sometimes don't want hei support. She has a master's degree in social work and by the end of the book makes a decision to teach in the school of social work in St. Louis at Washington University. Tessa is married to a kindergarten teacher in a Catholic elementary school. Reed Daniels moves with Tess to St. Louis, assured of his choice of parochial school jobs. Maggie and Tess are work friends and Maggie doesn't want Tessa to leave but she understands that if Tessa feels burned out, it's better for her and better for their clients if she moves on to something that she can put her heart into.
The victims' advocates center is part of the Rivermont police department and works closely with the police and with the prosecutor's office. Tessa is the supervisor and she also handles a case load. Thfere are three advocates besides Tessa: Maggie, a guy named Clint Dougherty and a guy named Patrick Ashton. Paul and Clint are in their late 20s and are both law school graduates. Clint wants to work in the prosecutor's office and Pat wants to work for a law firm. Neither was able to find jobs in their chosen careers and are just biding their time and always applying for jobs. Tessa gets irritated at their frequent absences and use of "sick" days to go on job interviews. All of this provides background for Maggie's activities. Lee Anne Marlowe has interaction with VAM.
Use visual, attention grabbing descriptions of characters the way Tami Hoag does. I need to stop inventing new people so that I don't have too many characters. Although I need to have enough. Maybe only have Lee Anne as the best friend and Tessa as another friend. I'm going back to the short chapter approach like MHC - I'll use the arbitrary number of 100 short chapters. As I come up with the plot ideas, I'll fill in the chapters, Fewer words - no long drawn-out descriptions of getting people from one place to another.
1 think I want the main victim that Maggie works with in the book to turn out to actually be the criminal. A switcheroo, so to speak. So I have to think of the crime where the victim could be the criminal. Self-defense. A woman sets out to murder her ex-lover and makes it look like self-defense. What is her name? Bethany Crowe. Tall, willowy, flyaway blond hair, pale blue eyes, high cheek bones, a slight, barely perceptible limp from a childhood accident involving a swing. Bethany comes across as fragile and easily hurt, bruised. She' really a vicious, selfish, self-centered person - it's all about her. Maggie is supportive, begins to get suspicious when Bethany says things that sound like they come out of the victims' advocates manual. Bethany claims that she broke off the relationshin and the man lost it and tried to kill her.

Tuesday, April 12, 2011 - 573
Maggie was the victim of a hostage situation in a bank robbery and it's one of the things that led her to become a victims' advocate. She wasn't very happy in her law career. It was not challenging and it involved reams of paper work that she hadn't anticipated. She also disliked the morals of the profession. It was all about the money, not about justice or fair play or what was right. She'd gone into the law with stars in her eyes, thinking it was a noble calling. Her mother had a lawyer who was one of the best persons Maggie had ever met and she naively assumed that all lawyers would be like him. I'll have to come up with a name for the lawyer and a description - bushy white eyebrows, twinkling blue eyes.
One day on her lunch hour from the downtown law firm, Maggie had gone to the nearby branch of the bank where she and Jackson banked. She was going to get her birth certificate out of their safety deposit box so that she could apply for a passport. Her law firm was working with a client who owned property in Canada and Maggie was going to travel to Canada to deal with the sale of the property. Inside the bank, she'd waited by one of the desks to ask for help in getting into her safety deposit box. She'd noticed how unusually empty the bank was when she walked in. Always before at lunchtime, the main lobby had been crowded with people taking the opportunity to do their banking during their lunch hour. There was only one teller behind the counter and one man sitting at a desk in the far corner. The usual bank guard wasn't' there either. She felt a shiver of fear come over her and she decided to leave and come back another day. Just as she turned toward the main bank entrance, the man at the far desk hurried toward her. He said, May I help you?" But as she started to say no, she'd come back another time, but the man lifted his jacket to show her a gun at his waistband. He said, "I think not, little lady. You just come with me, now." Maggie had tried to run to ward the entrance but the man grabbed her arm and pulled her toward the back of the bank. She started to scream and he socked her in the jaw hard enough for her see stars in front of her eyes. He shoved her through a door, then dragged her down the hall. At the end of the hall, was the bank safe with its door open and the safety deposit boxes. He shoved her into the safe and she saw the rest of the bank employees, including the bank guard. They were all tied up and were sitting on the floor, leaning against the walls of the safe. The man grabbed a coup Id of lengths of white rope that lay in a heap by the entrance to the safe. He shoved Maggie to the floor and proceeded to tie her hands behind her and then tied her ankles together. Standing one on each side of the safe were two men with what looked like machine guns. Maggie knew nothing about guns, only what she'd picked up from the action moves that were so close to Jackson's heart.
