Hello to everyone. It’s exciting that we’re going to have our 50th class reunion, and I’m really looking forward to seeing everyone again. My sister-in-law, Joan Ellerman Goeckeler, is on the committee and has been keeping me up-to-date on the plans. The committee has done a magnificent job on the reunion, and I’m sure we’re all grateful to them.

I’m still working, with no plans to retire for a few years. I’ve been working at my “dream job” for three years now. I’m the Web news editor at Edward Jones, a St. Louis-based brokerage firm. I’m responsible for communicating daily news to our 10,000 + branches on our intranet’s news page – sort of like an online newspaper. I must admit I love what I do, and I’m sort of a workaholic. All through the years I’ve been fortunate enough to have jobs that combined my two loves: writing and computers.

I was married for 45 years to a former Normandy-ite, John Ellerman. John would have graduated with the class of 1957 but in 1955, he joined a friend of his, Bob Tibbles (Jeanne’s brother) at Missouri Military Academy in Mexico, Missouri for his last two years of high school. John and I started dating at the beginning of my junior year at Normandy, and were together until he passed away in July 2005 of congestive heart failure. In 1989, John had a serious heart attack. It was a miracle that he survived, and I’m grateful that we were blessed with 16 more years together.

After graduation, I attended Mizzou for a year and then married John in June 1960. He enlisted in the Army and spent a year in Turkey, while I stayed in St. Louis, working at Rawlings Sporting Goods. He was stationed in Columbus, Georgia, when he came back to the States, and we lived there for a year-and-a-half. We lost our first baby there, John Thomas Ellerman IV to a crib death when he was 11 weeks old.

We came back to St. Louis and both got jobs at Southwestern Bell Telephone where John’s sister Joan was also working. In 1964, we bought a house in Florissant. We lived in that house for 15 years before moving to a larger house two blocks away, where we lived for 19 years. In 1998, we bought a new house in Columbia, Illinois, a quiet little town close to the Jefferson Barracks Bridge over the Mississippi River. I still consider myself living in St. Louis because Columbia is so close to the city. 

We had two more children. Michael John, born in 1965, and Ellen Carol, born in 1969. Mike has five children, 17-year-old twins, Mike Jr. and Kristie; Joey, 13; Robbie, 12; and Lindsey, 11. Of course, I think they’re the greatest grandchildren in the world. Mike is a small-engine mechanic and is in charge of the motor pool at the University of Missouri-St. Louis. Ellen just got engaged – for the first time at age 40 – and she and her fiancé are in the process of buying a house in Columbia, Illinois, about five minutes away from where I live. Ellen’s fiancé Will works at Edward Jones also. Ellen works at a brokerage firm that was once A.G. Edwards and is now Wells Fargo Advisors. She’s in recruiting and has worked there since she graduated from the University of Missouri-St. Louis with a degree in psychology.

I’ve been fortunate enough to have had several very interesting jobs over the years: I worked at the University of Missouri-St. Louis in public relations for nine years. Mr. Blitz and Judy Whitney Berres were there at the same time I was so I got to see them. I’ve also worked for a market research firm and a small public relations agency. One of my favorite jobs was as editor of a St. Louis monthly computer newspaper. The newspaper was sold and I left to join TWA as the editor of their employee newspaper. My next job was as a technical writer at A.G. Edwards, where my daughter was working. I then took a job there as editor of the monthly employee magazine, and then I became the manager of the technical writers in the Information Technology area. At TWA and A.G. Edwards I’d been involved Internet development and loved it. I took a position in Internet development at Edward Jones in 2000 and that’s where I’ve been ever since. In 2006 I moved from Internet development to my current job as news editor in the marketing division.

In 1989, six months before his heart attack, John and I bought an A-frame in Aspenhof, out close to Warrenton, Missouri, about 65 miles from St. Louis. John loved the A-frame, and I think the enjoyment he got from it helped keep him going. I still have the A-frame and spend most weekends during good weather out there.

My main hobby, since I was seven years old, has been writing fiction – mostly mysteries. What I write is not very good and will never be published, but I have a lot of fun doing it. My current mystery is of course titled “Murder at the Reunion.”

Special memories at Normandy: All my memories of Normandy are special. I loved our high school years, which I think were the most intense years of my life. We had great teachers who taught great classes and great classmates.

My favorite teacher at Normandy was the amazing Miss Goff. Joan and I had lunch with her a couple of years ago, and she’s just as beautiful and bright and interesting as ever. I’m hoping she’ll be attending the reunion. My second favorite teacher was physics teacher Louis Deall.

And of course, my favorite class at Normandy was Miss Goff’s 10th grade English class. She opened our eyes to the world, and once you’ve experienced that mental expansion, there’s no going back to your former way of thinking. I will always be grateful for the wisdom she shared with us. And my second favorite class was Mr. Deall’s physics class when I was a senior. It was another instance of having my mind opened to new and exciting things.

My favorite places for social activities included: Kappa Sigma fraternity parties at Washington University with John, drive-in movies, and school dances.

My favorite places to eat when out with friends included: Chuck-A-Burger, at the top of the list; then Schneithorst’s,  Parrente’s, Garivelli’s and a pizza place on West Pine that I can’t remember the name of.

Other special memories included: Creative Writers’ Club, my favorite extra-curricular activity; attending Normandy football games, and my group of friends – in later years I think we considered ourselves a “Big Chill” kind of group.

