Okay -- this is my first day of brainstorming for Night's End. So far I have a couple of characters: Kate Angelo and her husband Nick Angelo. Kate is a clinical psychologist and a mystery writer. Nick is a columnist at the Post Dispatch. Kate is currently working as the intake counselor at St. Sebastian Hospital, a hospital for the mentally ill. She also has a small private practice. At one time she'd been a staff counselor at St. Sebastian but she’d become burned out after several years of dealing with hard-core mental cases who showed no hope for improvement. When the intake position was created, Lane had been first in line to apply for it and had won it hands down over the other applicants.

She’d felt an enormous sense of relief at being off the firing line -- accompanied by an equal feeling of guilt at shirking front line duty. Doing the testing had seemed like a vacation compared to her previous duties. She now was working the position on a part-time basis, to give her time for her small private practice and her mystery writing. This will be first person so I'll practice with that. I just did my practice with Kate Angelo and first person. I'm going to make this work. And I'll get the message about my plot and the story and the scenes and the characters and how to put suspense into it -- to keep people on the edge of their seats -- to make them apprehensive and concerned about what's going to happen. Nick and Kate have a weekend a-frame in the woods. It had belonged to Nick's parents but when they retired, they bought a year-round residence in a wooded enclave and had deeded the small a-frame over to Nick and Kate. The Angelos spent as many weekends out there as they could. In fact, at the start of the book, Kate was called in to St. Sebastian and she and Nick had been out at the A-frame. Nick has just sold his first book, a collection of the newspaper columns that he writes. The book was purchased by a small press,the University of Missouri in Columbia, Nick and Kate's alma mater, and the advance wasn't much. But Nick was over the moon over having sold his book. The year before, Kate had sold her first mystery novel, also to a small press located on the West Coast. Again, the advance was small and so was the initial printing, but Kate couldn't have been happier. She's currently struggling with her next book. Her first book had been published earlier in the year and had received some good reviews. Kate had some book signings in St. Louis and surrounding areas and the book was on its way to selling out its first printing. The publisher would decide in the next few weeks whether to go back to press for an additional printing. Nick and Kate have been married for 10 years. They were high school sweethearts, went to Mizzou together, then went to different universities for their master's degrees. Nick got a full-ride scholarship to the Columbia University School of Journalism in New York City. Kate had decided to stay in St. Louis and had enrolled in Washington University. She too had gotten a generous scholarship and had worked part-time jobs to supplement the scholarship.
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I'm working on creating the villain for Night's End.

His name is Jason Angelo. He's the beautiful twin son of wealthy parents. It's old money, brewery mingled with chemicals a touch of shoes an d a sprinkling of aerospace, all the former movers and shakers of St. Louis money.

His twin brother is named 

Wait a minute

Is he Nick's twin brother? Are they estranged? Is Jason estranged from his family? Or is Nick estranged from everyone?

Does everyone know there's something wrong with Jason or is it a deep dark secret.

Jason is tall and well-built, with dark blond hair and brilliant blue eyes. He's charming and handome and intelligent.

He went to private schools and Washington University. Nick chose to go to public schools and the University of Missouri. They're identical twins in looks but complete opposites in terms of personality. Nick identified with regular people and Jason was all about wealth and position and prestige.

Nick chose the path he did because of Kate. He met her when he was in high school and chose to go to public school.

There were always problems with Jason from childhood. He seemed off just a little. His mother doted on him. As a toddler, he'd almost drowned in the family swimming pool, courtesy of a neglectful nanny. After this almost tragic accident, Mrs. Angelo had become overprotective of Jason. 

Nick was sort of an afterthought with his mother but he handled it okay -- he was self-sufficent and loving and caring. His father intuitively gave him the attention he needed.

There's an older sister who also looked after Nick. she took the measure of Jason and knew she wanted no part of him. Her name is Megan -- Nick calls her Meggie and loves her madly. She's now sister Mary Thomas, a nun in a nearby convent.

Nick went to a neighborhood public school -- Jason went to the most prestigious most expensive Catholic schools. Megan had gone to Catholic grade school and high school. She entered the convent after high school Nick was devastated to lose his older sister. But it wasn't a cloistered convent. The family could visit Sister Mary thomas and she could come visit the family on holidays. 

Kate and Sister Mary Thomas were close -- MT, as Nick and Kate called her, was two years older than Nick and Kate and had grown close to her brother's girlfriend.

Kate's family is not Catholic and Nick is not so Catholic anymore. I'll figure this part out later. Nick is who he is partly because of his father and his sister. Jason is who he is because his mother made him that way. Because he almost died, she coddled him and protected him and gave him everything he asked for. He was never disciplined. He learned at an early age how to lie and deceive and get away with things. Nick and Megan saw him for who he really was but most other people didn't --e xcept for the women he took advantage of and which his mother paid off. 518
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What is the mystery? What has Jason done? Who is he after? I think I'll use the caves at St. Sebastian. There's a secret entrance in the bluffs overlooking the Mississippi. Harry shows Kate. Harry is creepy. For awhile Kate thinks Harry is after her. She feels like someone is following her. She gets phone calls where someone hangs up. She's feeling beleaguered and she's afraid at firm to say anything to Nick because of what they went through with the fertility hormones. She thinks he'll think it's just her whack) mind again.
She talks to one of her two best friends, Tamara (have to find a last name, unless there's one in my journal.) Tamara is a police detective for the Park Lane police — Park Lane is a ritzy suburb of St. Louis - the ritziest one there is. Tamara gets a big kick out of the fact that she's sort of a wrong side of the track kid and here she is mingling and mixing with the hoi polloi.
Tamara takes Kate's concerns seriously because of the kind of people she's involved with in her job. She gives Kate some safety tips and insists that she start carrying mace with her and that she stays out of dangerous places. Their other best friend, Harley, is a professor in the criminal justice department at the University of Missouri- St. Louis and they bring her into the discussion. Harley shares with them a similar experience she had with a stalker when she was working on her doctorate in San Francisco. The stalker was seriously dangerous and his actions had led to the accidental death of one of his victims. Harley's advice was for Kate to tell Nick immediately what was going on. He could be her best protection.
Kate debated with herself over that action because she feared Nick wouldn't take her seriously and that would really upset her.
Harley, Tamara and Kate had gotten together for dinner at a downtown restaurant close to Nick and Kate's loft apartment. Her friends had insisted on coming home with her and being there while she talked to Nick. Kate liked that idea because she thought Nick would be less apt to not take her seriously if he saw that her two best friends did. The three women are about the same age. They met in college and have remained close friends ever since, despite some absences from one another while Tamara wen! to live in Arizona for a couple of years and Harley went out to California to work on her master's and doctorate. Tamara is married to another policeman on the St. Louis police force. Harley is engaged to her high school sweetheart and has been engaged for almost 15 years. Tamara and Kate tease her constantly about the longest engagement in modern history.
I'll think of names for Harley's finance and Tamara's husband and all the parents. Jason is not married, has never been married, has had serial affairs of various degrees of seriousness. 506
